It is now more than 20 years since the first issue of this journal was published. Inspired by their own research findings regarding the spirituality of children and young people, Clive and Jane Erricker, with significant assistance from Cathy Ota, initiated the conception of this publication, introducing spirituality to mainstream academia and highlighting how this phenomenon might not only reside in religious domains but also in the everyday lived experience of all. Under their guidance the journal, and subsequently the International conferences have illustrated the multi-disciplinary nature of spirituality and opened up dialogue between a range of practitioners and thinkers in the realm of Education and beyond. Long-standing members of the International Association of Children's Spirituality, as well as many conference delegates and contributors to the journal, are indebted to Clive, Jane and Cathy for their pioneering work.
Over these past two decades, the journal and the International Conference on Children's Spirituality have been pivotal in bringing together academics and practitioners from various fields and from all continents for a better understanding of the spiritual dimension of childhood. The area of children's spirituality has come a long way since the first surge of interest in the area during the 1990s. Even though there may not be an agreed-upon definition of spirituality, we have come closer to reaching a consensus on the elements that contribute to children's spirituality.
In recent times, under new leadership, the journal has continued to represent spirituality from within a range of disciplines. The journal and the conferences have directly or indirectly contributed to the development of courses at tertiary institutions, stimulated the development of activities and educational programmes and have sensitised professionals and policy-makers to this fundamental dimension in children's lives. The journal has also had a political voice: editions have tackled such pertinent themes as mental health and disability, power and oppression, and spirituality in times of humanitarian crisis. Editorials have also made timely responses to global events and trends such as the Syrian refugee crisis, the mass killing of adolescents in Norway in 2011, the school to prison pipeline and more recently, 'Brexit' . The nature of spirituality in the digital age has also been addressed and, as well as including a number of articles on such a topic, the editors have also embraced the use of digital technology and social media in the promotion and analysis of the discipline.
As the journal has been raising social and political questions, nations have been recognising the importance of the spiritual life of children on formal, policy-making levels. It is interesting to note that over these past few years there were at least three countries, namely South Africa, Kyrgyzstan and Afghanistan, that have specifically included in their constitutions the right of children to spiritual development. One hopes that these formal acknowledgements are emulated by other nations and that by implication, the spiritual life of children is protected and nurtured particularly by the health, social, educational and court services.
Recognising how the journal and the field of children's spirituality have evolved over the past two decades, our own involvement has similarly evolved. Ruth attended the First International Conference on Children's Spirituality (held at the University of Chichester in 2000) from the perspective of one committed to church-based children's work and keen to learn more about the impact that an understanding of human spirituality might have on that work. Later, as a Primary school teacher, she explored the spiritual nature of music; thus, her contributions to both the conferences and journal reflected this research. More recently, her interest in Philosophy has inspired new thinking in regards to critical pedagogy and the spiritual process of learning. In her role as editor, she hopes to be able to join her colleagues in raising the profile of spirituality in Education in particular, as well as offering a philosophical dimension to editorials and special issues. She is also keen to raise the profile of the journal and the Association. This will involve digital-based promotion and face-to-face networking. As she believes that spirituality is integral to all work with children and young people, she will continue to reflect philosophically on her own practice and hopefully encourage others to do the same.
In his new role as editor, Adrian trusts that the journal will continue to contribute to more awareness and understanding of the spiritual dimension in children's development and influence policy-makers to recognise this need in the lives of children and young people. Together with the editorial team, he will encourage research into the various aspects of children's lives and will continue to promote and facilitate dialogue between disciplines and between professions. Besides exploring the elements of spirituality over the whole developmental period, he hopes that specific issues related to the spirituality of early childhood, middle childhood, adolescence and emergent adulthood will be explored through special editions of the journal. This will hopefully spur the development of special interest groups within our network that will continue to enrich the field. Likewise, he hopes that we will create links and dialogue with scholars, sister journals, and associations who contribute, or could contribute, in the area of children's spirituality within the professions, particularly in the fields of paediatrics, palliative care, law, psychology and social work.
Karen-Marie's move to managing editor is designed to provide continuity and stability as the journal explores yet more ways to support the work of scholars, researchers and practitioners in the area of children's spirituality. Her own research interests in digital culture and spirituality and the translation of psychosocial research into effective spiritual formation practices fit well with the interdisciplinary nature of the journal. She is acutely aware of the challenges contemporary culture poses for the spiritual lives of children, youth and young adults, and wants the journal to be a place of sustained conversation and exploration of emerging issues for, as well as enduring questions about, spiritual well-being and development. She also wants to find new ways to extend the journal's reach through social media and more intentional highlighting of the cutting-edge research, reflective practices and philosophical dialogues that comprise the journal's content.
It is encouraging that the readership and distribution of the journal have substantially increased over these past few years. In particular, it is encouraging that the journal is being read on all continents and that papers are being submitted from around the globe. This augurs well for the journal's ambition to be a voice of a global network that may concretely have a positive impact on the everyday lives of children. As the journal's new editorial team, we are excited to help bring that ambition to fruition.
